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CSBN researchers are ready to put their funding to good use. Standing in the back is Richard Courtemanche, the only exercise scien- 


| tist among the psychology professors. From left: Shimon Amir (seated), Barbara Woodside, Wayne Brake, Andrew Chapman and Jane 
| Stewart is seated on the far right. Peter Shizgal is crouched in front. 


Hydro-Québec 


energizes research 


KAREN HERLAND 


Concordia has just engineered a deal with Hydro- 
Québec that will bring $8 million to improve our 
research profile and the financial support available 
to our students. 

“This $8 million is like supplying 80 million kilo- 
watt hours of energy to the faculty” joked 
Engineering and Computer Science Dean Nabil 
Esmail. He added that he had personally calculat- 
ed that figure. “The horse power generated from 
this infusion is only left to the imagination” 

Just over half of the funds will establish two 


research chairs, one devoted to electrical energy | 


conservation and the other to integrated building 
design. 

“Energy conservation is the basis of sustainable 
development and it is critical now in the battle 
against climate change, said Hydro-Québec presi- 
dent and CEO Thierry Vandal. 

“Concordia University is part of its community 
and wants to be pertinent,’ said President Claude 
Lajeunesse, talking about the importance of ener- 
gy conservation. “This is the right place and the 
right time? 

The engineering faculty has already demonstrat- 
ed leadership in areas of energy conservation. We 
are the only Canadian university to offer 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 





Appetite for growth 


CSBN awarded $1 million from FRSQ 


BARBARA BLACK 


In the case of the Centre for Studies in 
Behavioral Neurobiology, collegiality 
really works. 

The research centre, one of the jewels 
in Concordia’s crown, has been given an 
infrastructure grant of $1 million over 
four years by the Fonds de la recherche 
en santé du Québec (FRSQ), the 
province's medical granting agency. It’s 
the first time a university without a fac- 
ulty of medicine has been given such 
funding in the area of health. 

However, it’s not the first time the CSBN 
has turned heads. Founded in 1982 by 
four senior researchers, the Centre has 
been the source of many articles over the 
years. Current director Barbara Woodside 
thinks she knows why. 

“We have all done well as individual 
researchers, but we couldn't have 
achieved what we have without being a 
group. People come here with a tremen- 


dous array of technical and conceptual 
expertise, and we have a tradition of 
talking to one another about our data’ 

When the CSBN was launched by Jane 
Stewart, Roy Wise, Zalman Amit and Peter 
Shizgal, its primary focus was on the neu- 
robiological mechanisms involved in drug 
addiction. As the years went on, that inter- 
est expanded to include a much broader 
range of appetite motivation. 

“If you include cigarettes and alcohol, 
most people have experience with 
drugs. Everybody eats. Most people have 


-sex; Woodside said. “What makes some 


people addicted or obese, and not oth- 
ers? What is it in their environment, 
their hormonal state, their circadian 
rhythms, their conditioning, that makes 
them vulnerable or resilient to these 
maladaptive patterns of behaviour?” 
This question has led the researchers 
down some unexpected paths. They have 
explored sexual attraction, pregnancy 
and lactation, the “obesity hormone” lep- 


tin and the rush of gambling, among 
other phenomena. Baby boomers who 
have started losing their eyeglasses will 
be glad to know the Centre is looking at 
learning and memory. 

The successful proposal to the FRSQ 
is focused on the poor choices many 
people make with regard to their health. 
In order to understand the increase in 
cardiovascular disease and Type II dia- 
betes, the CSBN researchers say, we 
need to understand the processes 
underlying the maladaptive choices that 
contribute to them. 

The FRSQ report remarked on the 
Centre's wide application to health issues, 
and noted how dynamic and active the 
CSBN is. It has 11 regular members, all 
faculty at Concordia, and six associate 
members: two at Concordia, two at the 
Douglas Hospital Research Centre, one at 
Université Laval and one at the Centre de 
recherche Fernand-Séguin. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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Sociologist on Quebec and reasonable accommodation 


KAREN HERLAND 


Don't try to tell Jean-Philippe 
Warren that Quebecers are less 
tolerant of immigrants than 
other Canadians by virtue of 
some imagined essential traits. 

“For sociologists, there is 
nothing inherent in behaviour; 
Warren said in an interview. 
“It’s not like attitudes are pro- 
grammed into DNA’ 

Recent events have led some 
observers to a characterization 
of Quebecers, particularly fran- 
cophones, as irrationally afraid 
of immigrants. The perception 
was aggravated by Herouxville’s 
publicly posted (and mocked) 
list of rules for newcomers. 

Warren, who is Concordia 
Junior Research Chair for the 
Study of Quebec, points to a 
number of elements that have 
led to the province's seemingly 
distinct reaction to “religious 
reasonable accommodation” 
That’s the term he used to 
describe recent situations that 
have attracted media coverage 
like kirpans in schools or hijabs 
at sports events. 

One factor affecting Quebec 
society's reaction to some 
immigrants’ requests is the sim- 
ple fact that there are fewer 





Jean-Philippe Warren, who holds the Concordia Junior Research Chair in the Study of Quebec, says that the rela- 
tionship Québécois have to different cultures is based on a variety of complex factors. 


newcomers in this province 
than in others. Warren said that 
one in five people living in 
Canada was not born there. In 
Quebec, the average is roughly 
one in 10. 

“Sociologically speaking, but 
quite paradoxically, the more 
meaningful interaction you have 
with newcomers, the less threat- 


ened you feel” So it stands to rea- 
son that those with less interac- 
tion, especially in the rural 
regions of Quebec, are more 
apprehensive about their poten- 
tial presence. 

Another element, according 
to Warren, is Quebec's position 
left of centre in most polls, at 
least since the Quiet Revolution 


of the 1960s. Warren under- 
scores that Quebec has been at 
the forefront of movements 
establishing equality for women 
in the 1980s, and for lesbians 
and gays in the 1990s. These 
reasonable accommodations 
were accepted by Quebecers 
more rapidly than in other 
provinces. 


Hydro-Quebec energizes research funding 
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Engineering Dean Nabil Esmail celebrates with VP Advancement and Alumni Relations Kathy Assayag, Hydro-Québec President and CEO Thierry Vandal, 
Hydro-Quebec Executive VP Marie-José Nadeau and President Claude Lajeunesse. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

a building design and operation 
program that focuses on energy 
efficiency. The faculty also 
includes the Solar Buildings 
Research Network, again with the 
support of Hydro-Québec. 

The faculty itself is housed in 
one-half of the recently construct- 
ed EV Building, which was 
designed with electrical and vent- 
ing systems intended to reduce its 
environmental footprint. 


Dean Esmail pointed out that 
enrolment in the faculty has dou- 
bled since he became dean in 
1997. Currently there are 4,000 
undergrads and 2,200 grad stu- 
dents, “making it the largest grad- 
uate engineering faculty in 
Canada’ he said. 

The funding also offers several 
graduate and undergraduate bur- 
saries for students in other facul- 
ties who maintain a 3.2 GPA. 

The two researchers who will fill 


the chairs are expected to be 
named later this summer. Both 
positions are five-year appoint- 
ments, renewable once, for a total 
of 10 years each. 

Lajeunesse pointed out that this 
year has already seen $90 million 
injected into the university. The 
new JMSB building construction is 
forging ahead thanks to $60 mil- 
lion from the provincial govern- 
ment and an additional $20 mil- 
lion from the Molson family. The 


Desjardins Group recently an- 
nounced $2 million for the busi- 
ness school as well. 

Vice-President of Advancement 
and Alumni Relations Kathy 
Assayag said this sets the ground- 
work for Concordia’s next major 
capital campaign. 

The Hydro investment an- 
nouncement was made at a gala 
reception on April 5, building on 
the partnership between the uni- 
versity and the corporation. 
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However, there is a certain 
distrust of religious expressions 
in public in Quebec society, at 
least since the Quiet 
Revolution, “unlike in English 
Canada, which is a more reli- 
gion-based society. The right 
wing and conservative political 
forces show a tendency to 
accept that religion plays a role 
in the public sphere, as the 
example of the United States 
clearly illustrates.” 

Citing yet another element 
from a long list of factors, 
Warren suggests that how 
Quebecers see themselves also 
has an impact on how they 
relate to other immigrants. 

“Sovereignists see themselves 
as a majority in need of a state” 
Meanwhile, francophone feder- 
alists tend to think of them- 
selves as a minority within the 
larger country. Once they iden- 
tify as a minority community 
that needs to protect its identi- 
ty, they are more likely to be 
suspicious of practices or 
requests that might change or 
challenge that identity. 

Warren, whose research has 
focused on Quebec culture, in par- 
ticular Native peoples and social 
movements, was named a 
Concordia Research Chair in 2005. 


Appetite 
for growth 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Altogether, the CSBN is 137 
people, including principal 
investigators, research 
trainees, support staff and 
technical personnel. 

The 107 trainees in the 
CSBN include eight postdoc- 
toral fellows and 39 graduate 
students. About 60 under- 
graduate students pass 
through the Centre's lab every 
year, and many stay in touch 
after graduation. 

Woodside said the Centre 
benefits greatly from synergy 
with the other strong research 
centres at the _ university, 
notably the Centre for Research 
in Human Development and 
the Centre for the Study of 
Learning Processes. 

The FRSQ funds will enable 
the Centre to hire molecular 
biology technicians, pay post- 
doctoral fellows, travel to con- 
ferences, and do all the things 
that drive laboratory research 
forward. “It will enable us to 


| move our research to the next 
| level,” Woodside said happily. 





McKay takes math 
beyond moonshine 


BARBARA BLACK 


A distinguished mathematician 
who has made Concordia his 
home for more than 30 years 
will be honoured with a confer- 
ence later this month called 
Groups and Symmetries: From 
the Neolithic Scots to John 
McKay. 

It will bring together nearly 
50 mathematicians, many of 
worldwide distinction, from 
such institutions as Princeton, 
Cambridge, Harvard, the Max 
Planck Institute in Bonn and 
the Ecole Normale Supérieure 
in Paris, to discuss some 
remarkable discoveries in mod- 
ern mathematics initiated by 
John McKay. 

Two of the most notable of 
these are known as “the McKay 
correspondence” and “Mon- 
strous Moonshine. They both 
pertain to an area of mathemat- 
ics known as group theory. 

The term “Monstrous 
Moonshine” was coined by 
Princeton mathematician John 
Conway to describe the myste- 
rious connection between two 
seemingly unrelated domains 
— sporadic groups and modu- 
lar invariants — initiated by 
McKay’s observations. Indeed, 
when McKay made this discov- 
ery in the late 1970s, it was so 
far ahead of its time that a 
decade passed before papers 
were written about it. 

As his friend and colleague 
John Harnad says, McKay’s 
peculiar genius lies in noticing 
connections that no one else 
has seen. 

“He doesn’t solve new prob- 
lems so much as make observa- 
tions of surprising relations, 
and pose challenges that some- 
times end up pointing to whole 








John McKay has had an influential impact on the field of mathematics. 


new domains of research, 
Harnad said with admiration. 

McKay attributes his ability 
to the fact that his knowledge is 
unusually broad in an era of 
specialization. 

“You have to have a lot of 
curiosity and do a lot of think- 
ing,’ he said simply. “There's a 
lot of pressure to find applica- 
tions, but if you don't do the 
basics, you won't get the appli- 
cations” 

It’s an aesthetic attraction. 
Pure math has a beauty that 
verges on the spiritual. “God 
created numbers; man created 
everything else” (Leopold 
Kronecker, 1823-1891) is a 
favourite tag for McKay. It’s also 
a subject filled with paradox. 

“Pure math is math that has- 
n't happened yet,” McKay said. 
“We solve problems without 


understanding them.” 

Born in Kent, McKay went to 
Manchester University in 1958. 
Though the father of computer 
science, Alan Turing, had just 
died, McKay studied under his 
successor and worked on the 
world’s biggest and fastest com- 
puter. He went on to the 
University of Edinburgh, where 
he worked with Douglas Munn 
on algebra and computing, a 
combination that deepened 
into his lifelong specialty. 

With doctorate in hand, he 
moved to the United States, and 
taught for several years at the 
California Institute of 
Technology. The 1960s were 
tumultuous. He remembers the 
tussle between supporters of 
Communist Angela Davis and 
Caltech’s board of governors, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 


The Platonic solids. Scotland, ca 2000 BC. In geometry, a platonic solid is a convex regular polyhedron. There are five 
such figures (the tetrahedron, the hexahedron or cube, the octahedron, the dodecahedron and the icosahe- 
dron). They were known to the ancients, hence their names. However, the neolithic people of Scotland con- 
structed stone models of them at least 1,000 years before Plato. These are kept at the Ashmolean Museum in 
Oxford. This image will illustrate the conference poster. 
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ACCOLADES 


Lucian Turcescu (Theology) has won an award from Choice mag- 
azine for two books to which he contributed chapters. In part 
because of this award, Columbia University Press have fast-tracked 
the preparation of a three-volume paperback version, called The 
Teachings of Modern Christianity on Law, Politics, and Human 
Nature. Turcescu is the president of the Canadian Society of Patristic 
Studies, and graduate program director in his department. 


NQo 


Congratulations to Thomas O'Connell (Management), named 
Coach of the Year by the John Molson Competition Committee of the 
JMSB. O'Connell has been coaching since Fall 1998 and was the 
coach of the Entrepreneurship team for 2006-07. The team came in 
second at the Jeux du Commerce 2007. 


~Qoo 


Congratulations to student David Zilberman, who has been 
named the outstanding wrestler of the year in Canada for his first- 
place finish at the World University Championships and fifth-place 
finish at the Senior World Championships. David was named out- 
standing male athlete in 2006 at the university. He is the son of 
Victor Zilberman, of Concordia and the Montreal Wrestling Club, 
who was named university wrestling coach of 2006 after an unde- 
feated season. 


NQ@Qo 


Kudos to Denis Longchamps, a PhD candidate in art history, who 
has been recognized for his volunteer work by the Musée des 
maitres et artisans du Québécois. He was involved in the organiza- 
tion of an exhibition and symposium on the 50th anniversary of the 
Salon des métiers dart, giving tours and working on the catalogues 
Re-Crafting Tradition (with Elaine Cheasley Paterson) and On 
Creativity. At Concordia, Denis is the administrator of the Gail and 
Stephen A. Jarislowsky Institute for Studies in Canadian Art. 


~@ 


Michéle Thériault, Director/ 
Curator of the Leonard and Bina 
Ellen Art Gallery at Concordia, 
has been chosen as one of nine 
judges for the 2007 RBC 
Canadian Painting Competition. 
She has organized numerous 
exhibitions both here and 
abroad, addressing critical 
issues in the work of Québécois, 
Canadian and _ international 
artists. 


CBC's Daybreak interviewed citizens of Notre Dame de Grace who 
are proud of their canine waste composter. The rotating barrel, pow- 
ered by a 12-volt battery, was designed for the neighborhood dog run 
by a group of Concordia engineering students as a capstone project. 
It's generating some excellent material that can be used to fertilize 
flower gardens and lawns until testing confirms its safety for edible 
produce as well. It will produce an estimated 2,000 pounds of com- 
post a year and save 7,000 to 8,000 plastic bags. 


~o-o 


Ned Goodman, one of the Canada’s outstanding business leaders, 
has been named Chancellor of Brock University, in St. Catharin’s, 
Ont. An adjunct professor in the JMSB, he supports the Goodman 
Institute, which prepares select applicants for the chartered finan- 
cial analyst designation as well as the MBA. 


NQo 


Alumna Désirée McGraw was an environmental activist at 
Concordia, and she’s still at it, according to The Gazette (April 16). As 
a student in the 1980s, she won awards and attended the 1992 Earth 
Summit in Brazil. Then she worked as a consultant, researcher and 
university lecturer, and chief of staff to Canada's minister of interna- 
tional cooperation, and led a task force on sustainable development 
for the last Liberal government. Now she will be part of an unpaid 
army of presenters of Al Gore's famous slide show. She is the daugh- 
ter of retired professor Jack McGraw. 
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Saudi ambassador speaks of peace 


BARBARA BLACK 
The new Saudi Arabian ambassa- 
dor to Canada, Abdulaziz Bin 
Hussein Al-Sowayegh, paid a visit 
to Henry Habib’s Concordia class- 
room on April & 

About 120 students from the 
veteran political science profes- 
sors courses at McGill and 
Concordia were able to hear first- 
hand about the new Saudi peace 
initiative. 

Habib, an expert on the region, 
explained to the Journal that when 
he met Al-Sowayegh in Ottawa last 
fall, he invited him to come to 
Montreal to address his students. 
The diplomat, who is also an aca- 
demic, demurred, saying he want- 
ed an appropriate topic. This 
month, that topic arose. 

In 2005 the Arab League pro- 
posed a peace plan based on Israeli 
withdrawal from land held since 
1967 and the right of return for 
Arabs displaced by the establish- 
ment of the Jewish state. Israel said 
its right to exist should be acknowl- 
edged as a condition of acceptance, 
and the plan fell through. 

Now the Saudis are promoting 
the plan again. What surprised 
Habib and made him wish there 
were media in the classroom was 
the friendliness of the offer. 


“Al-Sowayegh said, in effect, 
‘Israel should forget about the 
past. We aren't putting any condi- 
tions [on acceptance]. Just look at 
this as a framework for peace? 

“And this astonished me. He 
said, “We are looking for another 
Yitzhak Rabin to come out of 
Israel?” Rabin was prime minister 
and a force for peace in the region 
until he was assassinated in 1995. 

“It was definitely more concil- 
iatory, Habib continued. “He sug- 
gested that the 22 Arab states 
would establish cordial relations 
with Israel provided they with- 
draw, and they're ready to alter 
[the 1967 borders] somewhat,” 

Habib attributes the softer 
mood to the punishing Iraqi war 
and the emergence of Iran as a 
wild card in the region. Regarding 
fears that Israel would be 
swamped by returning refugees, 
the ambassador said many would 
not want to return after more 
than 40 years. 

Currently, about 40 per cent of 
the population of Israel is Arab. If 
the territories added in 1967 are 
excluded, that figure is closer to 
20 per cent. If the territories con- 
tinue to be within Israel's borders, 
the Arabs will grow to 50 per cent 
by 2025, and Jews will no longer 
make up the majority in what was 





Sanjay Sharma named JMSB Dean 


The next Dean of the John Molson 
School of Business has solid busi- 
ness experience as well as a broad 
background in scholarship and 
academic administration. 

Sanjay Sharma, currently the 
Canada Research Chair in 
Organizational Sustainability and 
Professor of Policy in the School of 
Business & Economics at Wilfrid 
Laurier University, has been 
appointed for a five-year term, 
beginning Aug. 1. 

Since 2005, he has been the 
director of the Certified Manage- 
ment Accountant's Centre for 
Responsible Organizations. Before 
joining Wilfrid Laurier, he was an 
associate professor and Director 
of Executive MBA Programs at 
Saint Mary’s University in Halifax. 

Prior to his academic career, 
Sharma had 16 years of senior 
management experience with 
international corporations in the 
United Kingdom and India. He 
earned his PhD in Management 
in 1996 from the University of 
Calgary. 

Announcing the appointment, 
President Claude Lajeunesse said, 
“Dr. Sharma comes to Concordia 





Sanjay Sharma 


with a unique background that 
combines outstanding scholar- 
ship and academic leadership 
with 16 years of senior manage- 
ment experience with internation- 
al corporations. 

“In many ways, his career exem- 
plifies the Concordia model of real 
life experience matched by aca- 
demic excellence” 

We join the JMSB in thanking 
Jerry Tomberlin for his dedication 
to the development of the busi- 
ness school, and welcome Dr. 
Sharma to Concordia. 
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Abdulaziz Bin Hussein Al-Sowayegh, the new Saudi Arabian ambassador to Canada, shares a joke with President 
Claude Lajeunesse and Political Science professor emeritus Henry Habib. 


supposed to be their own state. 
Habib thinks the United Nations 
should dust off Resolution 194, 
passed back in December 1948, 
just after Israel was established. It 
says that while the displaced have 
aright to return, those who choose 
not to may be compensated. That 
resolution would have the effect of 
recognizing a principle for the 


Palestinians while allaying the 
worst fears of the Israelis. 

He said the diplomat was 
impressed by the students’ pene- 
trating questions after his pres- 
entation. President Claude 
Lajeunesse gave him a warm wel- 
come to Concordia. Board of 
Governors chair Peter Kruyt and 
his wife attended the class as well. 





Lajeunesse told Al-Sowayegh 
that Concordia has 106 students 
from Saudi Arabia on study visas. 
The diplomat’s son, Feisal, has 
been in the political science pro- 
gram since January. Also here from 
the region are 174 students from 
Iran, 106 from Lebanon, 88 from 
Egypt, 57 from Jordan, 50 from 
Morocco and 33 from Bahrain. 


John McKay takes mathematics beyond moonshine 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

and their strenuous objections 
to left-wing scientist Linus 
Pauling getting the Nobel Prize. 

McKay found the uproar dis- 
tasteful, and left. After several 
years at McGill, he settled at 
Concordia, where he has been 
ever since. 

Although generally a peaceful 
man, he has been a bit of a gad- 
fly, pointing out what he saw as 
administrative mismanagement 
in areas ranging from the book- 


| ing of rooms and the accuracy 
| of campus clocks to the appro- 


priate treatment of postdoctor- 
al fellows. 

While his interventions have 
not always been fully under- 
stood or appreciated, McKay 
said simply, “I’m not keen on 
running the university like a 
business. There needs to be 
more communication and 
accountability.” 

He was elected a fellow of the 
Royal Society of Canada in 2000, 


| and won the 2003 CRM-Fields 


Prize for Mathematics, the most 
prestigious distinction given to 
mathematicians in Canada. He 


is known worldwide for his con- 
tributions, and conferences at 
mathematical research centres 
around the world have been 
devoted to the ideas that he ini- 
tiated. 

The scientific program of the 
conference to be held April 27 
to 29 will take place at the 
Centre de recherches mathéma- 
tiques (CRM), on the campus of 
the Université de Montréal. A 
number of Concordia profes- 
sors will take part, including 
Harnad, who is one of the 
organizers, David Ford, Hershy 
Kisilevsky, Dmitri Korotkin, 
Emmanuel Letellier and David 
Sevilla~-Gonzalez. 

Concordia plays an active role 
in CRM, which is an interna- 
tionally recognized research 
centre supported by the federal 
and Quebec funding agencies, 
the contributing Quebec uni- 
versities, and international 
sources. 

As for McKay, he’s focused 
with typical intentness on get- 
ting the conference attendees’ 
help in solving what he regards 
as the most basic problem: “to 








find a natural realization of the 
Monster as a group of symme- 
tries in a geometric or topologi- 
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Fine Arts meets multiple challenges 


LAURIE ZACK 


Dean Catherine Wild’s presenta- 
tion to the April 12 Board of 
Governors was punctuated with 
snapshots of the dynamic art 
going on in the Faculty of Fine 
Arts. One of the largest and most 
comprehensive faculties of fine 
arts in Canada, it continues to 
break new ground. 

For example, new programs for 
a PhD in Film Studies and an MA 
in Music Therapy are ready for 
approval. MFA programs in 
development include Art and 
Technology and Performing Arts. 

The Faculty is also developing 
inter-disciplinary initiatives with 
other faculties, such as the 
Centre for Inter-Disciplinary 
Studies in Society and Culture, 
established with the Faculty of 
Arts & Science, and projects for 
joint MBA and MFA degrees. 

Fine Arts’ first eConcordia 
course, Aspects of Canadian Art, 
will be given online by Frangois- 
Marc Gagnon. 

Fine Arts surpassed its own 
research goal of increasing rev- 
enues from standard federal and 
provincial grants for the year by 
15 per cent. It enjoyed a success 
rate of 45 per cent in the SSHRC 
research/ creation competition, 
far above the national success 
rate of 27 per cent. 

The Defiant Imagination 
Lecture Series with the Montreal 
Museum of Fine Arts continues, 
and a series of lectures will be 
held at the McCord Museum in 
conjunction with a PhD summer 
course on photography. The 
Canadian Centre for Architec- 
ture invited Arts and Science and 
Fine Arts to join the Institut de 
recherche en histoire de larchi- 
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Dancers celebrate a quarter century of contemporary dance at Concordia at a gala earlier this term. 


tecture (IRHA). 

Departmental initiatives are 
encouraged, like the Department 
of Theatre’s partnership with 
Park Extension Youth Organiza- 
tion and Teesri Duniya Theatre, 
that took students, faculty and 
community activists to Banga- 
lore, India to do street theatre 
with Christ Church College's 
Centre for Social Action. (See 
Journal, Jan. 11, 2007). 

Despite the successes, there 
are a number of important chal- 
lenges facing the faculty. One is 
to implement a faculty renewal 
plan to sustain a critical mass of 
full-time faculty and support new 
program offerings. 

Dean Wild pointed out that 


Feast of the best 


The 5th annual Best of the Best Extravaganza was held on April 16 to 
raise funds for PhD fellowships in business at the JMSB. Almost 
$600,000 has been raised for these fellowships since the event's 


inception. 


This year cocktails for the 96 guests were provided by the RBC 
Royal Bank at their executive offices in Place Ville Marie. 

Dinner followed at the Beaver Club in the Fairmont Queen Elizabeth 
Hotel. Prize-winning wines donated by Governor Richard Renaud from 
his private cellar were served throughout the evening and matched with 
food chosen by Fairmont chef Alain Pignard. The Montreal Gazette's wine 
columnist, Malcolm Anderson, gave an introduction to each wine. 
Entertainment was provided by jazz singer Florence K. 

Seated from left to right are: Nadine Larente, Nicole Lajeunesse, 
event co-president Ghislaine van Berkom and Sonia Hanna 

Behind them, again from left to right: Claude Lajeunesse, Lorne 
Switzer, event co-president Sebastian van Berkom and George Hanna. 


although undergraduate enrol- 
ment has risen by 47 per cent 
(from 1,461 to 2,150 FTEs) and 
graduate enrolment has risen by 
60 per cent (from 137 to 219 
FTEs), there are 111 full-time fac- 
ulty members and 215 part-time 
teaching 52 programs. That is an 
increase of only 9 per cent in the 
full-time faculty complement 
over the same period. 

Given upcoming retirements, 
FOFA will need to hire about 65 
new faculty members over the 
next 10 years to obtain the full- 
time faculty complement of 125 
specified in Moving Ahead, the 
university's academic plan. 

Another major challenge is 
attracting and retaining graduate 





students. This is increasingly dif- 
ficult due to the faculty’s inability 
to meet the funding levels of its 
Canadian competitors. Fine Arts 
provides annual average funding 
of $1,800 per graduate student, 
while Queen's, for example, guar- 
antees eligible PhD students 
$18,000 (minimum) per year and 
the University of Toronto offers 
$13,000 plus tuition and inciden- 
tal fees. Fine Arts is working with 
Graduate Studies and_ the 
Advancement office to establish 
consistent funding for graduate 
students. 

In terms of research, the goal is 
to increase standard federal and 
provincial grants and identify 
and calculate funding from other 
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sources. The faculty is also 
encouraging team grants, partic- 
ularly between different depart- 
ments and faculties. 

Although the new Fine Arts 
Advancement team has raised 
just over $2 million in cash, 
pledges and goods-in-kind to 
support graduate and under- 
graduate student awards, visit- 
ing lecture series, and various 
faculty and departmental activi- 
ties, expanding the donor pool 
through public outreach, part- 
nerships and increased commu- 
nication is a priority. The 
involvement of the Fine Arts 
Advisory Board and reconnect- 
ing to alumni through public 
events as well as virtual connec- 
tions are key. 

As part of ongoing work 
towards consolidating activities 
on the downtown campus the 
Faculty is nearing completion of 
a space needs assessment. This 
will help with plans involving the 
Grey Nuns Motherhouse. 

On the financial front, the facul- 
ty worked to eliminate its project- 
ed deficit for 2006/07 by cutting all 
operating budgets by five per cent, 
raising undergraduate class 
capacity by 10 per cent, severely 
limiting capital expenditures and 
putting hiring on hold. Dean Wild 
said that this couldn't have been 
accomplished without the sup- 
port of all faculty and staff. 

“The role of the Faculty of 
Fine Arts is to passionately 
champion the arts as a vital and 
strategic activity that shapes 
and reflects contemporary cul- 
ture,” concluded Dean Wild. Her 
presentation reflected a faculty 
that has done just that for the 
past 31 years and continues to 
creatively build its future. 
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Our Aim is True, the annual under- 
graduate exhibit, is all about family. 
It could also be because half of 
the work showcased deals directly 
with family relationships. Brian 
Hunter's video, Alice, uses old 
footage of his grandmother that 
has been looped, overlapped and 
manipulated to both reference her 
memories and reflect her current 
battle with Alzheimer's. 
Meanwhile, Laurie Kang pres- 





ents part of her photo series My 
Father and I, which she produced 
to illustrate the dysfunctional rela- 
tionship between herself and her 
father. At the vernissage on April 5, 
she described her father's frustra- 
tion with the late-night photo 
shoot itself, in which she elabo- 
rately staged their poses. However, 
his direct gaze into the camera 
seems to challenge the lack of con- 
nection she feels in their relation- 
ship. Kang’s twin sister is not rep- 
resented in the images. 





Yet siblings are clearly impor- 








inspired by the fact that the annu- 

al Christmas gathering fast 
four siblings, all over the age of 21. 
In other words, there were techni- 
cally no “kids” home for the holi- 


See 


series: oS 





days. He took the opportunity to 


tant to brothers Carl rete oe 





lie work ee done in the 
department and represented the 
range of disciplines in the Fine 
Arts Faculty. In addition to pho- 


tography, painting and video, 
Fibres student Caitlin Livingston 
produced a huge quilt. 

For the first time, the event is 
being held in the FOFA Gallery of 
the EV Building. In other words, it 
is in the same building that is 
home to an increasing proportion 
of the Fine Arts faculty. Previously, 
the final student show was held in 
the Leonard and Bina Ellen Art 
Gallery, far from the VAV Building 
where students produced their 
work and developed their ideas. 


carl Osberg describes the process of creating Erik and Elif, his painting in the annual undergraduate at exhibit, Carl's: brother Erik Qibeiy distacies his photo. series, ey Carl and 
Eight hundred people visited the show during the first week. 3 
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Diversity in Journalism: the changing face of young journalists 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Last weekend, Concordia’s 
Journalism Department welcomed 
young members of Montreal's eth- 
nic communities to the Diversity 
in Journalism seminar. 

The event, held April 14 on the 
Loyola campus, was presented in 
conjunction with the Department 
of Canadian Heritage, Young 
People's Press and the Center for 
Research-Action on Race Rela- 
tions (CRARR). Its aim was to 
encourage young members of visi- 
ble minorities and aboriginal com- 
munities to consider careers in 
journalism. The day. was also 
designed to give prospective, stu- 
dents a taste of what journalism 
school is all about, and to help 
them successfully apply to the 
department. 

The event was open to all inter- 
ested high school and CEGEP stu- 
dents. They were invited to register 
for a day-long series of activities 
that journalism students would 
find familiar. These included an 


actual press conference followed 
by a seminar about reporting on 
one, and a choice of workshops on 
everything from brainstorming 
feature articles to sports reporting. 
They also got to hear directly from 
current “J-school” students and 
working journalists from minority 
communities about their own 
experiences. 





Ross__ Perigoe 
organized the event. 

“We wanted to invite young 
journalists without distinctions; 
said Perigoe. “At the same time, 
whenever we sent out printed 
material about the event, we sent 
copies to every ethnic radio station 
and newspaper in town. We went 
to Kahnawake and spent a half- 


(Journalism) 


The CBC's Gains Lu listens to CJAD's Shuyee Lee speak during the 


Diversity in Journalism seminar. 
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hour discussing the event on K103 
FM. We put up a poster in the 
Native Friendship Centre down- 
town. And, with the help of 
Concordia journalism students 
from visible minorities who volun- 
teered on this project, we went on 
CH Television to promote the sem- 
inar in English, French, Mandarin 
and Cantonese” 

The result was better than 
Perigoe had hoped for. Forty-five 
high school and CEGEP students 
registered for the seminar; 27 self- 
identified as being from visible 
minorities, and 17 spoke lan- 
guages other than English or 
French. 

The seminar was preceded on 
the Friday evening by a speech by 
Professor John Miller of Ryerson 
University, Miller's survey of 
Canadian newspapers in 2004 
demonstrated that visible minori- 
ties and aboriginals are severely 
under-represented in newsrooms 
with respect to their share of the 
population. Miller was followed by 
Andrew Phillips, managing editor 


of The Gazette. 

At the seminar the next day, Leo 
Gervais (Journalism) spent part of 
the morning with one group 
reviewing the finer points of press 
conference coverage, and in the 
afternoon gave a seminar on desk- 
top publishing. 

“I think it was a big success, I 
think anyone who was there would 
agree; said Gervais of the entire 
event. “I hope they do it again’ 

Ben Ngai ( first year, Journalism) 
was born in Hong Kong and 
moved to Canada when he was 
seven. He has written for the stu- 
dent-run The Concordian and will 
be one of its news editors next 
year. He was one of those student 
volunteers who spoke to the hope- 
fuls. 

“Seeing them was like seeing 
myself just a year ago, Ngai said. 
‘Tm proud of being in the pro- 
gram. I've been through the grind, 
but I've come out of it pretty happy. 
I'm going to be a news editor next 
year. I feel good about myself, and 
proud to see where I've gotten to” 
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KAREN HERLAND 


This term, students had 
opportunity to experience sus- 
tainability as a practice as well as 
a philosophy in the classroom. 

“This course has meaning. You 
are not just pulling out a text- 
book. You can change Concordia, 
you can change the world; said 
David Falconar, summing up his 
experience with GEOG 398. 

The course, offered through 
the Geography, Planning and 
Environment Department, offers 
students the opportunity to focus 
on a real-life sustainability prob- 
lem in the university. Students 
work with an appropriate staff 
person, faculty member or 
administrator to determine the 
parameters of the problem, the 
best course of action to deal with 
it, and the steps to address it. 

The course combines the 
hands-on work with seminar- 
style classes on subjects like 
skills-building, social marketing 
and consensus decision-making. 
According to Lindsay Cole, the 
instructor for the course, “the 
way people learn is as important 
as what they learn” Cole said stu- 
dents from a variety of disci- 
plines take the course, bringing 
different knowledge levels, expe- 
rience and backgrounds. 

“I was able to identify a prob- 
lem and a project that would be 
applied and was relevant to my 
life” said Blake Saucier-Curtis. 


an 





Rethinking education 


“We weren't just talking about 
sustainability, we were experi- 
encing it” 

For Julie Beaudin, understand- 
ing ways to become more 
engaged was revelatory. In one 
exercise, students identified a 
problem and solutions and 
determined which administrator, 
politician or decision-maker to 
target with their request. They 
then wrote a letter explaining the 
problem and recommending 
changes. 

“This course should be manda- 
tory, Beaudin said. “I thought 
sustainability was just about the 
environment. I didn’t know about 
the three pillars (ecological, eco- 
nomic and social)? 

Saucier-Curtis agrees about 
the importance of the course as 
an opportunity to challenge tra- 
ditional learning models, and to 
identify directly tangible results. 

Beaudin worked with 
Falconar on determining ways 
to get students more involved in 
decision-making on campus. 
“Students don’t get engaged 
enough in school,’ she said. 
“They come to school for their 
classes so they can graduate 
and get into the job market” Her 
research concluded that giving 
students a role in decision-mak- 
ing is an incentive for them to 
get more involved. 

Beaudin reels off a list of 
results from her research. “There 
should be orientations where 
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(Clockwise from top left) Blake Saucier-Curtis, David Falconar, instructor Lindsay Cole and Julie Beaudin reflect 
on their experience making the university a greener, more sustainable place in GEOG 398. 


students can meet the senior 
administrators. Many of them 
don’t even know who the presi- 
dent is. There should be ways 
students can get involved in 
determining where the money 
goes and how the university 
budgets are designed” 

Marie-Claude Blanchet exam- 
ined ways that sustainability could 
be integrated into the JMSB cur- 
riculum. “That faculty needs it 
more than the others. ” 

Blanchet identified sustain- 





Alex Ben Yakov receives the CSME gold medal from Ali Dolatabadi, a professor in the Department of Mechanical 
and Industrial Engineering. 
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able business courses at other 
universities, and discovered that 
Concordia is behind McGill, 
University of British Columbia, 
University of Toronto, HEC and 
Université de Montréal. In some 
cases, the courses are part of the 
core curriculum. “We have to 
catch up with other universities. 

Blanchet, who has already 
identified an instructor at JMSB 
willing to teach the course, said 
her project will not end with a 
final report. “I’m not quitting 


A lunch, poster session and presen- 
tation of awards were held in the 
departmental offices of Mechanical 
and Industrial Engineering on April 
10. This event is always a warmly 
anticipated chance to reward stu- 
dents, faculty and support staff. 
Alex Ben Yakov was given the 
CSME gold medal for his activity in 
the Concordia chapter of the 
Canadian Society of Mechanical 
Engineers. Members of the chap- 
ter attend conferences and visit 
industrial sites to enrich their 
studies. Similarly, undergraduates 
Ahmed Hussanein, Carolo Pegano 
and Gergo Szeles were given Cer- 
tificates for their extracurricular 
activity in professional chapters. 
Groups of students were 
rewarded for their outstanding 
capstone projects. Ali Akgunduz 
was given the IIE (Institute of 
Industrial Engineers) teaching 
award, and Martin Pugh, the chair 


until it goes through. This course 
changes you, and sustainability is 
about change’ 

Cole has been teaching cours- 
es on sustainability since com- 
pleting her MA at Royal Roads 
University in Victoria, B.C. Her 
thesis work established a frame- 
work for performing a sustain- 
ability audit that became the 
basis for the first audit per- 
formed at Concordia in 2002. 
She is also a director with the 
Sustainability Solutions Group. 


awards 


of the department, the CSME 
teaching award. The department 
recognized the contributions of 
Mamoun Medraj for teaching, 
Subhash Rakheja for research, 
Sophie Merineau for administra- 
tive support and Danius Juras for 
technical support. 

Certificates of appreciation for 
long service to the department 
went to Dean Nabil Esmail (10 
years), V.S. Hoa (30 years) and 
Henry Hong (25 years). 

Silas Katz Memorial 
Scholaships went to Xiao Cai and 
Amal Kassab, and American 
Society of Materials undergradu- 
ate awards went to Didier Wong 
Mew Wah and Imtiaz Ahmed. 

The graduate student presenta- 
tion competition was won by 
Mohammad Aljarrah. Srivatsan 
Rajagopa and Mohamed Fayed 
came second and third. 

BARBARA BLACK 
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Dedication to student life celebrated 


KAREN HERLAND 


No one was left out at this year’s 
annual Concordia Council 
ofnStudent Life (CCSL) Awards. 
As Louyse Lussier, Director of 
Student Life Relations, pointed 
out, this year’s honorees repre- 
sented both graduate and under- 
graduate students, as well as fac- 
ulty and staff. 

What united all five recipients 
was a dedication to improving 
conditions for students within 
Concordia. 

Tina Montandon, Graduate 
Program Assistant for Religion, 
expressed that dedication when 
receiving her award from grad stu- 
dent John Bilodeau. “I'll do any- 
thing for my kids, and they are all 
my kids, whether they are older or 
younger than me. I'll fight tooth 
and nail for them? 

Bilodeau, in presenting the 
award, thanked the Dean of 
Students and the Concordia 
Council of Student Life. The CCSL 
sponsors the event every year for 
the opportunity to publicly 
acknowledge “what is just a recog- 
nition of fact that Tina has made 
an outstanding contribution to 
the student life in our faculty’ 

Arianne Shaffer, educator at the 
Multifaith Chaplaincy, was no less 
enthusiastic when she presented 


an award to Carlo Guillermo 
Proto, who has overseen the 
preparation and_ service of 
between 100 and 140 meals for 
students at the chaplaincy every 
Thursday evening for the last two 
academic years. (See an article in 
the Journal, Oct. 12, 2006). 

The program, Mother Hubbard's 
Cupboard, offers students a warm 
meal and opportunity to discuss 
spiritual issues that preoccupy 
them. “Proto is a film student, and 
he brings all kinds of people 
together through his food. He 
nourishes them on more than a 
physical level? 

Proto accepted the award jok- 
ing that he had never expected to 
receive anything from the Dean's 
office worth celebrating. “It’s too 
bad the Dean and the President 
aren't here. I would tell them how 
important the chaplaincy is? 

Lussier hosted the April 5 recep- 
tion because Dean of Students 
Keith Pruden was forced home ill 
just an hour before the event. 

Josie Christensen presented an 
award to Rosemarie Schade, her 
boss at the Loyola International 
College, because of Schade’s ded- 
ication to her students. Schade 
accepted, adding that with her 
two daughters now studying at 
Concordia, she felt that they 
completed the circle. 





Toasting their Concordia Council on Student Life Awards are (from left) Noah Stewart-Ornstein, Tina Montandon, Jesse 
Tomalty, Rosemarie Schade and Carlo Guillermo Proto. They were féted at a reception on April 5 in the Hall Building. 


Leah Del Vecchio presented an 
award to past and future student 
representative Noah Stewart- 
Ornstein. He brought the ASFA 
accreditation campaign to an 
impressive victory, garnering 95 
per cent of the vote, although the 
measure had been defeated in two 
earlier attempts. He worked on 
both AIDS Awareness Week and 
the recent Youth Action Summit. 


JMSB team sweeps Happening 
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Now, that's no way for hosts to behave. The team from the John Molson School of Business (seen celebrating, 
above: Vanessa O'Bree, Sarah-Claude Billette, Jean-Sébastien Bélanger and Tareq Shamsuddin Basith) took 
overall gold and dominated the competition in every one of the eight categories of Happening Marketing 2007, 
held this year at Concordia. This was the 15th edition of the undergraduate case competition, and it brought 
together 400 students from 15 universities across Eastern Canada. Each academic case relates to a specific 
field of marketing, and allows students to apply what they've learned in the classroom to an actual business 
dilemma. A representative from the business under scrutiny sits on the judging panel. This was the fourth time 
in five years that the JMSB has come out on top.’ 


Del Vecchio summed up her pres- 
ence by saying, “as a friend, I'm 
truly proud, and as a student, I’m 
truly grateful” 

The final award went to Jesse 
Tomalty, a philosophy grad stu- 
dent who worked over the last two 
years to revive a number of pro- 
gramsfor students in her depart- 
ment: including revamping the 
graduate journal of philosophy, 
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Gnosis, after a dormant period, 
heading the Graduate Philosophy 
Students Association and working 
on their annual colloquia. 

When she received the award 
from fellow student Jonathan 
Singh, Tomalty remarked that 
“philosophy is an inherently dis- 
cursive discipline. That is why fora 
for conversation and discussion 
are so important” 





Pots and plants: the greenhouse plant sale on April 4-5 also fea- 
tured a vernissage/sale of work by ceramics students. Over $700 was 
raised, all of which will go back into covering greenhouse expenses. The 
next sale in late May will feature seedlings for aspiring gardeners. 
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Kate Bligh helps “direct” professors who are uncertain in front of a class. 


BARBARA BLACK 

Director Kate Bligh brings acting 
techniques to the classroom to 
help teachers communicate with 
their students. In a recent work- 
shop called Enhancing Your 
Presentation Skills, the enthusi- 
asm of the participants was palpa- 
ble. 

Bligh told them how tenseness 
restricts the voice, and advised 
them to warm up their vocal 
chords before an early-morning 
class with some informal chat at a 


coffee shop. She got a professor to 
read a simple poem until he could 
deliver it in a natural, flowing 
manner, and he was delighted 
with his performance. 

She demonstrated how to 
stand, with both feet firmly plant- 
ed below the hips. An erect, well- 
balanced stance sends the mes- 
sage that you know your subject. 

“You cannot be too big in your 
gesticulations, she told them. 
Waving your arms at the right 
moment can dramatize your mes- 
sage. It can be playful, and that’s a 
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legitimate part of learning. 

Bligh, who teaches in both the 
English and Theatre Depart- 
ments, knows all about nervous- 
ness. She tells teachers “stage 
fright can be useful if you choose 
to use it properly and not allow 
yourself to become overwhelmed 
by it” 

Smile, but only in moderation. 
Bligh says a smile is a gesture of 
submission. As a rule, male teach- 
ers dont smile enough, and 
women smile too much. 

“Appreciate your students’ ques- 
tions,’ she told the professors. “Use 
phrases like, “That's a good ques- 
tion; ‘I’m glad you asked that’ If 
you have to, write those phrases 
down and use them as a prompt” 

The most common faults she 
sees are “lack of eye contact, and 
body language that sends negative 
signals such as I don't really want 
to be here’ or "You are unimpor- 
tant to me. Also, horrendous use 
of visual aids, especially where 
PowerPoint is concerned” 

Teachers are usually surprised 
when their bad habits are pointed 
out to them, Bligh acknowledged. 
“Tt can make people very self-con- 
scious at first. These are the habits 
of a lifetime, so I usually suggest 
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Show and tell 


that each person focus on correct- 
ing only one or two things in the 
workshop” 

Olivia Rovinescu, the director of 
Concordia’s Centre for Teaching 
and Learning Services (CTLS), 
sets up Bligh’s workshop sessions, 
which 33 faculty members have 
taken so far. Some are new to uni- 
versity teaching, but others have 
been teaching for many years. 

“People see remarkable 
improvements, Rovinescu said. 
“We've had seven of these work- 
shops over the past two years. 
They get an extremely positive 
response, so we give them each 
semester” 

Presentation Skills I is billed as 
“a constructive, practical and lib- 
erating approach to enhancing 
classroom performance.” Now 
there's Presentation Skills II, 
which Bligh has just done with 
two alumnae of last year's courses. 

“I have to say I was amazed at 
the transformation in these two,” 
she said. “They seemed to have 
fixed far more than I would have 
expected, and at the same time, 
each had kept one or two core 
bad habits that we worked on 
again this time. 

“The difference in terms of 





their teaching enjoyment and 
confidence was really startling — 
you know, the kind of ‘before’ and 
after’ that you see on cheesy 
infomercials and never believe. 
Only in this case, I believed it 
because the proof was right there 
before my eyes. It was very 
rewarding” 

You can sign up for these work- 
shops on the CTLS website. The 
next one is scheduled for the 
third week of August. If the work- 
shops fill up, more can be sched- 
uled. 

Bligh also offers a classroom 
observation service. She sits qui- 
etly through someone's class and 
then meets with the teacher so 
they can create a strategic plan 
together. “We've turned several 
people's student evaluations 
around in this way; she said. This 
service is also available on 
request from the CTLS, at ext. 
2495. 

“Many people come to the 
workshop quite nervous and 
wary, and end up having a really 
enjoyable day. People leave won- 
dering why they didn't do this 
years ago, and many comment 
that it should be mandatory for 
all new faculty.’ 





Ten years of making people feel at home 


BARBARA BLACK 


Students, diplomats and friends 
whooped it up at the chic Bain 
Mathieu recently to celebrate the 
tenth anniversary of the Concordia 
International Students Associa- 
tion. 

There was a lion dance, always a 
popular item, a performance on 
the Javanese Gamelan, a woman 
martial arts expert, and an all-girl 
Brazilian drummer group. There 
was a buffet, dancing, and the mas- 
ters of ceremonies were Désirée 
Enderer, who is here from 
Germany studying journalism, and 
Venkatesa (Ven) Virahsammy, a 
marketing major. 

Virahsammy said he and the 
other 10 students on the executive 
have organized many events over 
the years, but this one was the 
biggest one so far. A variety of gen- 
erous sponsors provided items for 
a raffle whose grand prize was a 
month-long trip to Peru and 
Bolivia. The evening raised $1,200 
for Dans la rue. 

CISA was established to help 


new students adapt to Montreal 
life. It has grown to include more 
than 2,000 undergraduate and 
graduate students, a majority of 
the approximately 3,000 interna- 
tional students here. 

Virahsammy said he will take 
home many happy memories of his 
involvement. “I find it so fulfilling 
to see our positive impact through 


the support we provide. Many stu- 
dents have expressed to me their 
appreciation of how we have 
helped them ease their stay in 
Montreal? 

The executive is planning a 
three-day International Student 
Games, which its organizers hope 
will bring together all four 
Montreal universities. 


“The purpose is to offer interna- 
tional students the chance to meet 
with other international students 
within the city of Montreal. We 
hope they will gain a sense of pride 
by representing the school for 
which they chose to pursue their 
studies (as opposed to any other 
university). We also wish to inspire 
their leadership skills, as well as the 


ability to function as a group’ 
CISA also plans to institute an 
annual Cultural Fair. 

“CISA is an opportunity for great 
international networking and life- 
long friendship; Virahsammy said 
with enthusiasm. “As our interna- 
tional students like to refer to our 
association, CISA to them is their 
home away from home” 





A Javanese Gamelan, an Indonesian orchestra, entertains the crowd at the CISA anniversary celebration held at the Bain Mathieu. 
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Interactive HD images travel 


KAREN HERLAND 


Transmitting high definition real- 
time images may actually be pos- 
sible in the short-term, making 
the global village just that much 
more immediate and allowing 
synchronized interaction over 
vast distances. 

Researchers at the Ontario 
College of Art and Design (OCAD) 
were able to watch the Montreal 
skyline from the west-facing win- 
dows of Hexagram’s laboratory 
high within the EV Building for 72 
hours straight earlier this month. 

“This is video-conferencing at 
the next level; said Lynn Hughes, 
the Fine Arts Faculty’s Associate 
Dean of Academic Affairs. “There 
is going to be increasing demand 
to do this kind of transmission’? 

The experiment, which also 
involved Simon Fraser University, 
is a ground floor exploration of 
the capability of high definition 
interactive image transmission 
that will allow universities to 
exchange material, teach master 
classes and even perform virtual- 
ly in real time from locations 
across country. 

Hexagram has been exploring 
the potential of this type of collab- 
oration for quite some time. Steve 
Bush, Assistant Director of 
Technical Systems and Services at 
IITS, and Paul Fournier at 
Hexagram figured out the techni- 
cal requirements for this experi- 
ment using the Réseau d'informa- 
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Despite inclement weather, viewers at the Ontario College of Art and Design were able to watch a 72-hour live interactive high-density image trans- 
mission originating from the Hexagram facilities in the EV Building. 


tions scientifiques du Québec 
(RISQ) network. 

The experiment sent an inter- 
mittently degraded signal when 
the transmission hit the ceiling of 
the current allowable bandwidth 
out of the university. IITS has set a 
cap on outgoing traffic because 
higher volume translates into 
higher costs. “That is the biggest 
block for Concordia right now, 


but it is not common to the other 
institutions, Fournier said. The 
cap is supposed to be lifted. 
Fournier said that the real chal- 
lenge is reconciling the relation- 
ship between high definition 
images and latency or time 
delays. Technically speaking, the 
sharper the image, the greater the 
delay to transmit it. That is not a 
problem for transmitting static 





cityscapes, but would be an issue 
for attempting concerts with 
musicians in different locations. 
More evaluation of both the 
encoding and the protocols used 
for the videostream are necessary 
to resolve this issue. 

Given that the university could 
ideally benefit from multiple 
streams for different purposes, 
these network problems need to 


be addressed. “Currently, the 
RISQ network could not support 
the kind of multicast we would 
like to do; said Fournier. 

“We need to be pushing the 
internal and bureaucratic limits; 
said Hughes. 

Plans are in the works to 
expand the experiment to seven 
institutions for another attempt 
in the fall. 
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The puck 
stops here 


The staff hockey team slowed down 
long enough for photos and a contri- 
bution to the Alex Lawrie 
Endowment Fund. Thanks to VP 
Services and Recreation & Athletics 
for their support. 

Back row: Michel Bujold, Brian 
Noseworthy, Serge Bergeron, Darcy 
Sowden, Eldon Hill, Car! Christie. 

Third row: Karrwright Lee, 
Mathieu Richard, Martin Dicaire, 
Joe Luciano, Doug Wong, Jay 
Mazzamauro. 

Second row: Pat (“The Fist") 
Devey, Eric Katchan, Steve Ranger- 
Dubé. 

First row: Laurie Zack, 
Christopher Alleyne, Jay Garland, 
Murray Sang, Henry Kovalcik. 

Missing in action were Chris 
Mikos, Phil Gale, Terry Rogers, 
Glenn Weir, Mike O'Hanley, Manny 
Palladini, Paul Moreau and Kevin 
Malone. 
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Jazz Quartet 


The Department of Music presents the Charles Ellison Jazz Quartet on April 18 at 8 p.m. at the 
Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, featuring Charles Ellison on trumpet & flugelhorn, Josh Rager on 
piano, Adrian Vedady on double bass, and Dave Lang on drums. Tickets are available at the 
box office and on the Admission network (514-790-1245, www.admission.com) $15 general 
admission, $5 for non-Concordia students and seniors, free for Concordia students with ID 
(service charges applicable). 


Student film festival 


The 34th Annual Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema Student Film Festival is running from 
May 4 to 10 at the Cinema du Parc (3575 ave du Parc). Festival opening and vernissage is May 
3 at La Social, and the Best of the Fest is May 10 at the Cinema, with screenings at 7 and 9 pm 
daily. 

Please visit the website for a full program guide at www.cinema.concordia.ca ( follow the CSA 
link) or e-mail csaconcordia@gmail.com or phone ext. 4678. 


Small worlds, small parade 


Candice Tarnowski will present her MFA graduate thesis exhibition in the FOFA Gallery vit- 
rines from May | to June 1. The installation will begin with a theatrical event at St. James the 
Apostle Church, which will turn into a small-scale parade to the FOFA Gallery. Actors will 
carry flags and banners to the Gallery and install them in stands inside the vitrines. At the end 
of the row, a series of three tall, narrow white tents will present views typical of Tarnowski’s 
practice: small worlds created to support the lives of the “vegetal-animal-human creatures” 
she has invented. More details at www.fofagallery.concordia.ca 


Logo Cities and Helvetica 


On May 4 and 5, the Logo Cities symposium will draw together around 30 scholars, designers 
and artists to foster an informed, critical dialogue about signage, branding, and lettering in 
public space in local, regional, national, and international contexts. 


Although most of it will take place in the J.A. de Seve Cinema, the symposium will begin with 
an informal reception on the evening of Thursday, May 3, at the VAV Gallery. The two-day con- 
ference will wrap up with the Quebec premiere of Helvetica in H-110 on May 5 at 7:30 p.m. Gary 
Hustwit, the director, will be on hand to introduce the film and, after the screening, to respond 
to audience questions. More information about the film can be found on the site: www.logoci- 
ties.org 


ProdFest 2007 


Prodfest is the annual series of screenings and vernissages featuring production work by stu- 
dents of Communication Studies at Concordia. This is a great chance to see what kind of cool 
stuff is being produced. The vernissage is on Friday, April 27, where Sound 2, Intermedia 2 and 
Intermedia 3 will be shown at O Patro Vys, above the Billy Kun bar on Mont Royal. Most show- 
ings are in H-110. For the full schedule, please see the site: prodfest.concordia.ca 


Gitte the 


HIGH NOTES 


A BENEFIT CONCERT 


Honorary Patrons 


Jacqueline & Paul Desmarais 
Carolyn & Richard J. Renaud 
Gail & David P. O’Brien 


Sunday evening, May 6, 2007 
A unique opportunity to hear some of 
opera's most talented singers in the splendid 
setting of the Notre-Dame Basilica and to 
support Beaux-Arts Concordia Fine Arts and 
the Orchestre Métropolitain du Grand Montréal. 


Maria Guleghina (soprano) 


performing courtesy of the Metropolitan Opera 


Accompanied by the choir and musicians of 
the Orchestre Métropolitain du Grand Montréal 


Bizet: Carmen Act 2 Verdi : Aida. Triumphal March 


Creation of the New 


The Humanities Doctoral Program at Concordia University presents Creation of the New: 
Interdisciplinarity and the Arts — A Symposium. It will bring together students and academ- 
ics from across North America to discuss issues pertinent to the relationship between inter- 
disciplinary studies and the art world. 


On April 27, from 12:30 to 6 p.m., four presentations will be made, and a panel discussion on 
Interdisciplinarity and the Arts with guests will be moderated by Catherine Russell, Director 
of the Humanities Doctoral Program. 


Topics will include an introduction to research/creation; Contaminating the Expediencies of 


Culture; and a dance theatre project that explores gender, taboo and rites of passage at the 
US.-Mexico border. Free and open to the public. For more: hedgesmcgareth@yahoo.ca 


Studio 303 


David Albert-Toth, Julia Male and Cora Marta present their choreography in a triple-bill show 
entitled “The Works’, to be showcased at Studio 303 from April 27 to 29. Although the pieces 
are unified by their focus on the individual's reaction to interpersonal relationships, they are 
very different in expression. a woman performing a simple but necessary task uses a duet for- 
mat, Hold Petname is a solo, and Scale uses five performers, as well as three live musicians! 
Check out the showtimes and more at www.myspace.com/indystudy 


Student Electroacoustic concerts 


Students studying electroacoustics will be performing in a year-end concert on Tuesday, April 
24 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. Presented by the Department of Music, 
there will be pieces in stereo and multi-channel formats. Tickets available at the door only: $5 
general admission, free for students with ID. 


Hoop it up 


The Concordia Stingers Men's Basketball Team, in conjunction with Hillel Concordia, will be 
hosting a fundraising party to help the stingers compete in the Friendship Games in Israel. 
Come show your support at the Saints Show Bar, 30 Ste. Catherine W. (corner of St. Laurent) 
on April 24 from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. For more information, contact friends@alcor.concordia.ca 


Fellowships deadline 


The application deadline for graduate fellowships in Canadian Jewish Studies is April 30. 


Institute Fellowships provide from $5,000 to $7,500 for MA and PhD research on the Canadian 
Jewish experience. The Naim Mahlab Fellowship provides $5,000 for work related to Canadian 
Jewish studies, with a preference for research on anti-Semitism and its roots. 


The Romek Hornstein Memorial Award provides $2,800 and the Wetstein Fellowship $1,250 
for graduate work in any area of Jewish studies. 


Concert only: $60, $150, and $250 
Cocktail & Concert: $1,000 


Neil Shicoff (tenor) Cocktail, Concert & Dinner: $3,000 


Bryn Terfel (bass-baritone) 
Gianna Corbisiero (soprano) 


pies urchased are eligible for a 


table tax receipt, with the 


Mare Hervieux (tenor) ene of tickets at $60. 


Trina Mishura (mezzo-soprano) 


Réservez vos billets dés maintenant 


514-848-2424 (4397) / opera@concordia.ca 
and Conductor highnotes.concordia.ca 


Yannick Nézet-Séguin. 
On the program 


Puccini : Tosea Act 1 
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Métropolitain 
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Patrick Perrotte of the men's basketball team received the top male award 
for career contributions to the Stingers. Perrotte led Concordia to the men's 


basketball national finals this year in his last season. He was also named a 
first-team All-Canadian and the Quebec conference most valuable player. 











Stephanie Ramonas (left) and Sydney Theriault celebrate being named most valuable players of the women's 
basketball and women's rugby teams, respectively. The April 11 banquet hosted 400 athletes and well-wishers. 








Getting a foothold in Quartier Concordia 


JacosB LARSEN i 
At the bottom ofa hole the size of 
a soccer field, Concordia is grad- 
ually changing shape. 

This construction site will 
become Concordia new JMSB 
building, a 15-storey complex of 
classrooms and offices. The 
building was designed in the 
same style by the team of archi- 
tects that worked on the EV 
building, allowing a consistently 
modern look for Concordia at 
Guy and De Maisonneuve streets. 





But while we must wait until 
the summer of 2009 for the rib- 
bon cutting ceremony, the 
process of erecting a modern 
office building in the heart of the 
city is fascinating in its own 
right. 

Before beginning its upward 
climb, a project of this scale 
requires several months of exca- 
vation to allow the foundational 
concrete to be poured directly 
onto the bedrock. There, about 
35 feet below street level, 
builders found a specimen of the 
grey limestone, a sedimentary 


formation common in the St. 
Lawrence Valley some 400 mil- 
lion years old. 

In order give the new building 
a firm footing of concrete to rest 
on, this rock first had to be blast- 
ed by dynamite and scraped 
away by excavators. As one 
would imagine, dynamiting at a 
busy downtown intersection 
required extraordinary safety 
precautions, which Christian 
Jacques, foreman for J.E. 
Verreault and Sons, explains. 

The dynamite specialist drilled 
a line of holes six feet into the 


_ Establishing the foundation for the new JMSB site -has been a blast. Now, there's nowhere to go but up. 


N3SUVT sOove 


bedrock where the charges are 
placed. Next, a series of safety “car- 
pets’, each made of hundreds of 
compressed car tires, were placed 
over the holes to prevent flying 
rock fragments. The power need- 
ed to break apart these rocks 
meant that no chances were 
taken: for each blast, a call was 
made to the metro station and 
service was temporarily suspend- 
ed. At last, construction workers 
cleared the work site and a series 
of horn blasts warned workers 
and pedestrians thai dynamiting 
is about to begin. 

When it finally came, you 
could feel the wave from the 
explosion reverberate through 
your rib cage. The layers of rub- 
ber carpets—each weighing 
about a thousand pounds—were 
momentarily lifted into the air 
before landing heavily again. And 
then the machines went to work. 

Hydraulic rock grinders target- 
ed what the dynamite missed, 
and skilled operators used exca- 
vators to lift hundreds of pounds 
of rock into waiting dump trucks, 
which hauled the material away, 
to be used in one of the 
province's innumerable summer 
road construction projects. 

After a while the whole opera- 
tion began to look like a finely 
choreographed mechanical bal- 
let: the rolling excavators were 


the most nimble performers, 
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using their long hydraulic arms | 


to sweep boulders effortlessly 
out of the way or, in a remarkable 
display of teamwork, to help 
push dump trucks up the steep 
incline to the street after deposit- 
ing a heavy load of rock. 

Regrettably, the excavation is 
now complete but for potential 
spectators there are a host of 
other sights to behold. And there's 
only one way to go from here: up. 

Tony Vanvari, Concordia’s 
Director of Major Programs, 
explains the process of laying 
down the foundation. 

“It's a smaller plate and a nar- 
rower building than the EV, so it’s 
more complicated to build’ 
“Already they're pouring the con- 
crete footings and the tunnel to 
the EV building under Guy is 
halfway done? 

Vanvari admits that some- 
times he likes to stand by the 


fence and watch “progress being _ 


made.’ He is not alone; one can 
usually find a handful of curious 
spectators lined up along the 
fence on De Maisonneuve wit- 
nessing the spectacle of urban 
transformation. 

To see the building's progress, 
check out images from the uni- 
versity’s webcam: 
www.johnmolson.concordia.ca/ne 


whuilding/index.cfm. 








